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The French are generally hated in the country/ l he reported
to his father.

In Milan Ludwig bought several paintings and statues, and then
travelled via the North Italian Lakes and the Great St. Bernard
to Lausanne, arriving there on gth September. From here Ludwig,
in accordance with Montgelas' wish, was to go to Paris, as the
Bavarian Minister at that place, who was urging the conclusion
of a defensive and offensive alliance, reported that it was now
quite obvious that the fate of Europe was in the hands of
the Emperor of the French. Montgelas was determined, but the
Elector still wavered, for Austrian troops were menacing the
Bavarian borders. News was received that Francis II., who
since 1804 had assumed the title of Emperor of Austria, was
preparing for war against Napoleon. It was obvious that Bavaria
could not remain neutral. But her independence was only threat-
ened by Vienna. From France she had received assurances that
not only would her frontiers be guaranteed but that territorial
acquisitions in Germany might be arranged.

Rumours were already current that Napoleon wished to make
the Elector King of Bavaria. Austria then realized that something
would have to be done to prevent Bavaria's secession.
Prince von Schwarzenberg was sent to Munich with a letter, in
Francis II.'s own hand, requesting the Elector to unite
his troops with those of Austria, and in return promising him the
inviolability of Bavaria. The Elector, however, preferred to
withdraw his troops and himself from the sphere of Austria's
regiments and go to Wiirzburg; but he considered himself bound
to write and justify his action to his son, who was in Switzerland
awaiting further orders. The Prince was greatly alarmed at the
rumours which reached him from all sides concerning his father's
intentions to go over to the French. At that moment he received
Maximilian Joseph's explanatory letter regarding the Austrian
demands. He decided to write to his father. In his reply he
denounced the manner in which the Austrians wished to treat the
Bavarian army, but he could not agree with the final decision.2
'I know, most excellent Father, that you appreciate sincerity,
but I beg of you not to join the French, nor unite our arms with
theirs, nor to make common cause with this unjust nation, which
tramples all that is good under foot/

1  Prince Ludwig to his father, Milan, 17th August, 1805.   Munich H.A.

2  Ludwig to Maximilian Joseph, Berne, 24th September, 1805.   Munich H.A.